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From The British Friend. 
‘WE HAVE AN ALTAR.” 


An Address delivered by H. S. Newman at the | 


Opening of the Friends’ Meeting-House at 
Somerton, 11th Mo, 16th, 1876. 


“We have an altar.” Perhaps such 
words as these may seem strange in this 
new Meeting-house, beautiful in its simpli- 
city, where so little provision is made for 
ceremony of any kind, and where Friends 
propose to meet in their simple fashion, look- 
ing unto Jesus for help. Some one may say, 
“I see no altar here.” Let us look then 
where the words occur in Scripture, and seek 
© comprehend what the Apostle really in- 
tended to convey. The words are in the 
last chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
The early Christians were holding their 
meetings in upper rooms, and by the river 
side, and in the houses of some convert so 
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| tbat Paul sends his salutation to the “Church 
in the house.’ Their worship was evidently 
| conducted with great freedom, and with great 
diversity, for he says again, in I Cor. xiv. 26, 

‘When ye come together, every one of you 
| hath a psalm, bath a doctrine, hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, hath an interpretation.” 
This was a marvellous change from the mag- 
nificent ceremonial of the temple at Jerusa- 
lem, and of the Jewish synagogue. But 
| was Christianity on this account inferior to 
Judaism? Certainly not. Paul extols the 
far greater privileges and powers of the 
Christian faith and the Christian worship. 
But as he bad spoken of the “tabernacle 


58 
1 not made with bands” (Heb. ix. 11), sonow 


he speaks of an altar not made with hands. 
In so doing, be brings out in strong contrast 
the glory of the new covenant compared 
with the glory of the former dispensation, 
for he says, ‘We have an altar, whereof 
they have no right to eat which serve the 
tabernacle ” (Heb. xiii. 10). As if he would 
say, those who are still resting in outward 
things, and still trusting in ceremony and 
ritual, have “no right” as yet to the privi- 
| leges of the Christian altar. 

What, then, is this altar, and what consti- 
tates its glory? It is the altar of Christ’s 
}atoning sacrifice. And what is its glory? 

Christ Jesus Himself, our passover, our sac- 

|rifice for sin, around whom we gather, in 
whose name we meet, through whom alone 
we approach the Majesty on high, and call 
God our Father. 

Jesus is all-sufficient for us. He is our 
High Priest. We need no other. Many 
have understood some of the meanings of 
the cross. Have we understood this further 
purpose, that God hath “ quickened ” us to- 
gether with Christ, “‘ having forgiven us all 
trespasses,”’ “blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to His cross (Col. ii. 14). 

Which shall we have then, a pompous 
ritual, surplices and candlesticks, or shall 
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go to hear the sermons of Unitarians or Selected For Friends’ Review. 
Universalists. Keep to the truths of the SILENCE. 
Bible. It is written in such plain, simple By Charles Fohn Vaughan, Master of the Temple. 
language no one can misunderstand it, except aia 
such as are blinded by sin. It is written, Every real, certainly every great, work of 
that ‘the unstable and unteachable wrest the | man is prefaced by a long silence. What is 
Scriptures to their own destruction.’ jall study but the preliminary to some 
“Many people say, you should hear both | work. or else to one’s life’s work? Study is 
sides. This is a delusion of Satan. It is| silent; not a sermon, not a speech, worthy 
dangerous to taste poison in order to find| of either name, can be delivered without a 
out whether it will kill us or not. There is| long previous silence —a silence of prepara- 
aright and wrong. The right is in the|tion. Not a profession can be hopefully 
Bible. If you read or hear the arguments/| entered upon without many thousands, and 
of those who oppose the Bible, some doubt | hundreds of thousands of hours of preceding 
may fasten upon your mind and rankle there | and chiefly silent labor, while knowledge is 
forever. Sometimes these doubts are ex-| being gathered and aptitude obtained. No 
pressed in a few words, and are fastened on | religious duty can be profitably performed 
the memory, while the answer which might} without a preliminary and prefatory silence: 
easily be given is forgotten, or never searched| when our Lord would send forth His 
out by the careless mind. * Some people are| apostles He spent the foregoing night in 
so conceited they say they can bear all these | solitude, pondering and praying over (we 
things without harm. It is not so, No one| may well suppose) the work which was to 
has power to keep himself. It is only by|be accomplished. It is not in man to be 
humbly looking te the Lord Jesus that we | capable of always giving out without long 
can be kept free from the errors that abound. | processes of taking in. This is the secret of 
And let me repeat, do not wilfully expose|so many barren and unfruitful ministries, 
yourselves to temptation. that men are trying to dispense with silence. 
“Another thought is, that professors who | They are altogether in public, never in soli- 
have not the life of religion in the soul are|tude; they are counting their exertions, 
continually arguing for worldly amusements. instead of weighing them, satisfied if they 
A true Christian will not seek enjoyment at| are always laboring, without forcing them. 
the theatre, ball-room, card-table, billiard-| selves to prepare for labor by silent study, 
room, or smoking or drinking saloon. Who|by silent meditation, by silent prayer. 
would want to be found mingling in these| Silence is one of God’s ordinances, and 
amusements at the hour of death? It might | speech and labor is another. 
come suddenly to you, and you would not; But how can we leave unnoticed the Di- 
wish to be thus oceupied. The disciple of| vine aspect of silence; the silence of awe, 
the Lord Jesus must be pure and holy, and| ithe silence of meditation, the silence of 
whatever people may say, you know that | prayer, yes, the silence of praise? 
these things do not promote purity and| The Lord isin His holy temple, let all 
holiness. | the earth keep silence before Him. Such is 
“There are countless enjoyments for the| the Prophet’s call to Israel, and to all who 
Christian. AJl the daily blessings of life,| recognize Israel’s God. In the din of earth 
the wonders of creation, the many studies | the thought of God is lost and excluded: he 
and recreations, the enjoyment of conivege. | who would reverence God must be often 
tion with Christian friends, the good and | alone, often silent. Stand in awe, and sin 
interesting books, which are so numerous| not: commune with your own heart, and in 
you could not read them all in a long life-| your chamber, and be still. Such is the 
time. These and many more pleasures are| Psalmist’s call to those who would ever 
enough to employ our time, such as giving| know either themselves or God. We live 
to the poor, relieving the afflicted, and|too much in public: there everything be- 
teaching the ignorant, helping one another | comes disproportioned at least, and distorted, 
all we can; these things occupy an active) if not inverted and falsified: the world 
mind and afford peace and joy. | loudly asserts its own transcendent import- 
“One more thought and I will close. Do} ance, its own undoubted permanence, its 
not think that to be amused is the object of | infallible judgment upon all things, its in- 
this life; aim higher. To be comfortable| disputable power to punish and to reward : 
and happy should not be our only wish, but} and he who lives in the world insensibly 
to be useful, and to be preparing for another | catches its tone upon all these subjects, till 
world where al! is joy, aud where there is|at last he falls down and worships the 
ho sin, temptation or sorrow. | golden image whieh himself and such as he 
Your affectionate friend, [have set up. Religion itself becomes, in 
Mary H. Tomas.” {suck an atmosphere, a quarrel or a play- 

































































































EE SA. Grace et a 


A AR ADI OE RR ONL OLERL TE SAN 2 ONE AERIS ms i 


























cs Be caet 


ei ade aot geen zien Ree 








Cee irae 


















































dieters iene oro CaF 
FOS Sat EE IE TI 


oa 























CFs aT 


















580 FRIENDS’ 


thing; its very heari’s core is eaten out of 
it, and there remains only a husk, a shell, 
ora shadow. For all these things the ap- 
pointed remedy is silence: God’s own gift of 
silence. Go apart, be alone, commune with 
thine own heart, and in thy chamber, and 
be still. Then by degrees thou shalt again 
see things as they are; as they are in size 
and in color, as well as in form and shape. 

And once more, when we pray, who has 
not felt that oftentimes his best prayer is 
silence; that unuttered yearning, of which 
St. Paul speaks as constivating the very 
intercession of the Spirit, the very thing 
which rises with acceptance into the ear of 
the Searcher of hearts? Nay, in all true 
prayer, even in the prayer of the congrega- 
tion, the deepest, innermost secret is silence : 
even if the lips speak, they do not really 
pray: it is the secret silent heart within 
which really carries on the worship in each 
particular worshipper, and without this the 
sound of the loudest response becomes at 
once a babbling and anothingness. Prayer, 
true prayer, is, so far as its essence is con- 
cerned, a silent thing; and is not praise 
silent also? Yes, again the Psalmist goes 
before us, and says, according to the forcible 
word of the original, Praise is silent for 
thee, O God, in Zion: for praise is but 
another word for adoration ; that prostration 
of the whole soul before the felt and realized 
presence of the Most High and Holy God, 
which is the attitude of the heavenly hosts, 
and to which, on earth at least, whosoever 
approximates must do so in the secret of his 
own inner solitude, conscious of no other 
presence than that of Him whose he is and 
whom he serves. 





For Friends’ Review. 
TO LIVE AND WALK IN CHRIST. 


All my dear friends and brethren, every- 
where, in the name and powér of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Lord and Saviour, Life 
and Peace, live and walk in the Lamb which 
hath the victory; and so live in the humility 
of Christ, which you have learned of Him; 
and in the patience, with which you run the 
race, and obtain the crown of immortal life. 
And in the love of God all dwell, which 
will warm your hearts, and knit and unite 
you together, and build you up a holy tem- 
ple for the Lord. And His love will keep 
and carry you above all things, to the glory 
of God. This love will enable you to bear 
al] things whatever wicked men can do unto 


you, or what the Lord may try you withal. | 


So, let your faith be in the invisible God, 
and His Son, who is able to succor you, and 
save you to the uttermost; who is over all, 
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King immortal, invisible, the only wise God, 
blessed forever. Amen. 

So God Almighty establish you all upon 
this holy rock and foundation, Jesus Christ, 
who is the same to-day as yesterday, and so 
forever, who was the foundation of all the 
holy men and women, who is the first and 
the last, the beginning and ending, the 
saints’ mediator and peacemaker between 
them and God; their joy and rejoicing is 
in Him their everlasting joy, the Amen, 
blessed forever. So, with my love in the 
Lord Jesus Christ unto you all, in whom I 
have labored among you. Gero. Fox. 


Swarthmore, the 19th of the Twelfth month, 1676. 


——_-— «ee -—___ _ 


SUBJECTION OF THE WILL. 

There is a memorable passage in the 
history of St. Francis that may throw light 
on this subject. The grand rule of the 
Order which he founded was implicit submis- 
sion tothe superior. One duy a monk proved 
refractory. He must be subdued. By order 
of St. Francis, a grave was dug deep enough 
to hold a man: the monk was put into it; 
the brothers began to shovel in the earth, 
while their superior, standing by, looked on, 
stern as death. When the mould had reached 
the wretch’s knees, St. Francis bent down 
and, fixing his eye on him, said, “Are you 
dead yet? Is your self-will dead? Do you 
yield?” There was no answer; down in 
that grave there seemed to stand a man 
with a will as iron as his own. 

The signal was given, and the burial 
went on. When at length he was buried 
up to the middle, to the neck, to the lips, 
St. Francis bent down once more to repeat 
the question, ‘Are you dead yet?” The 
monk lifted his eyes to his superior, to see 
in the cold gray eyes that were fixed on him 
no spark of human feeling. Dead to pity 
and all the weaknesses of humanity, St. 
Francis stood ready to give the signal that 
should finish the burial. It was not needed. 
The iron bent; he was vanquished; the 
funeral was stopped; his will yielding toa 
stronger, the poor brother said, ‘‘I am dead.” 

I would not be dead as these monks to 
any man. The mind and reason which I 
have got from God Almighty are to bend 
implicitly and blindly before no human au- 
thority. But the submission I refuse to 
man, Jesus, I give to Thee,—not wrung 
from me by terror, but won by love; the 
| result, not of fear, but of gratitude. I wish 
'to be dead, not as that monk, but as he who 
said, I am dead; “I am crucified with 
|Christ; nevertheless I live.” Saul, the 
| persecutor, was dead; but Paul, the great 
apostle, lived. ‘“ Yet not I,” he adds, “ but 
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Christ liveth in me; and the life which I|ore worked in America. The mine is on 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of|the high dividing line between Chester and 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave|Pequea Valleys. Besides nickel, copper, 
Himself for me.”—Dr. Guthrie. iron, and limestone are found in the same 

Sneak locality. Nickel was discovered here about 


ts hn ; the year 1856, though copper, which is taken 
COMMENT ON THE PSALMS OF NATURE. | from the same mine, was known in the same 
The 29th, 19th and 8th. 


locality seventy years ago. The ore has a 
From ‘The Psalms chronologically arranged.”’ gray color, is very heavy, and so hard that 
By four Friends. it is mined entirely by blasting. After the 
ore has been broken into small fragments, it 
“The Hebrews were distinguished from|fs put into kilns holding eighty or ninety 
all other nations of antiquity by one great |tons each, and subjected to heat produced 
characteristic, their belief in the unseen. |at first by the burning of a small quantity 
This is especially marked in their lyric poe-|of wood, and continued by the conversion 
try, which, while it yields to no other in the | of the expelled gas. It is then put into a 
brilliance of its pictures and in the fire of| smelting furnace, and undergoes a treatment 
its language, rises to the height of inspira-|similar to that of iron ore.—Scien. Ameri- 
tion and takes its place in the Holy Writings | can. 
from the fulness and reality of its belief in 
the presence of God. ates 
Even as lyric poems, the Psalms of Na- mia reser agi 
ture are unsurpassed; nowhere do we find | THE LAND OF NOD. 
greater elevation of thought or greater per- | —— 
fection of structure. | “And Cain went out from the presence of 
The greatness, the glory, the everlasting |the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod.” 
order of nature, are reflected on the soul of | | (Gen. iv. 16.) 
a poet, already filled with an abiding sense| Where is the land of Nod? isa question 
of God’s presence. Old truths are illustra- | often asked and partially answered in various 
ted and confirmed by the contemplation of | ways. 
nature, or the poet’s soul is stirred to some | The scholars engaged in ‘ the Bible (or 
new thought by some great and fearful | | Speaker’ s) commentary ” substitute wander- 


—_——_———_ «go — 





phenomenon. The Hebrew psalmist can |ing in the place of Nod, and add: “It is 


never forget the living God in nature; he |impossible to say where Nod was situated, 
apprehe nds and paints nature as full of God, | except that it lay eastward of Eden.” But 
and revealing God to him in every motion; | thedate Adam Clarke, fifty years ago, went 
and it is only through God that it becomes | a step farther in his answer, and says: ‘As 
living and intelligible to him. Hence to the | nod signifies the same as nad, a vagabond, 
Hebrew poet songs of nature rise in reality | some think this verse should be rendered, 
to be hymns of praise.” . 4 ‘And Cain went out from the presence of 
“In this Psalm (the xix), it in the form at the Lord, from the east of Eden, and dwelt 
least in which it has come down to us, we|a vagabond on the earth;’ thus the curse 
find in striking contrast two distinctive pronounced on him—verse 12 2, was accom- 
modes of He brew feeling; the older feeling | plished.” 
which saw God revealed in Nature, the| Those interpretations point us to the Heb. 
later which saw God revealed in the Law. | word Nod or Nood, transferred into English, 
Of the former, which belongs to the time of | Nod, which is by no means a rare w ord in 
David, these Psalms of ‘Nature are the|the Hebrew Bible, as a reference to “ The 
grandest specimens: of the latter, which did | Englishman’s Hebrew and Chaldee Concor- 
not arise till the time of Josiah, the 119th | dena * will show. (A work, by the-way, 
Psalm is the most elaborate expression. | which, with the Hebrew Bible, every one 
The placing of these two ideas side by side | engaged in a critical study of the Old Testa- 
is not without its beauty and interest, but | ment should have and make himself familiar 
is due to the later period when the nation | witb.) In v. 12 and 14, nood is translated 
looked rather to the study of the Law, than la vagabond ; Job ii. Ll, to mourn; Prov. 
to the world around them, for the rev elation | xxvi. 2 “as the bird by wandering ; i i Kings 
of God.” |xiv. 15, “as a reed is shaken; »' Ps. Ivi. 9 
ris ai | ‘thou tellest my wanderings.” 
With this evidence before us we may con- 
AmericaAN Nicket Mines.—The nickel | clude that the land into which Cain appears 
deposit near the Gap, Lancaster County,|to have gone was no other than that on 
Pa., is considered the largest } yet discovered | which he bad been living, but his mental 
in the world, and the only deposit of the|and spiritual condition had undergone such 
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a change that he felt that the judgments of 
God which had fallen upon him were justly 
his due. He knew that he was a murderer, 
and notwithstanding the many blessings 
which still surrounded him, he felt himself 
to be “a fugitive and vagabond on the 
earth.” H. M. 


Vermont, 


ee 


AN ANCIENT TITLE-DEED. 

Several interesting Babylonian texts of 
very great antiquity are recorded in Smith’s 
Assyrian Discoveries. Among them is a 
land boundary stone of the time of Mero- 
dach-Baladan I., about 1300 B. C., contain- 
ing on one side emblems of the gods, and on 
the other a deed of the land in question, 
probably the oldest title-deed in existence. 
After the description of the land, and the re- 
cital of the conditions of the transfer, the in- 
scription invokes the penalties on any one | 
who shall remove the landmark: ‘ Ifaruler, 
or eunuch, or citizen, the memorial stone of 
this ground takes and destroys, in a place 
where it cannot be seen to anywhere shall 
place it in, and this stone tablet if a naka, 
or brother, or a kata, or an evil one, or an 
enemy, or any other person, or the son of the 
owner of this land, shall act falsely, and de- 
stroy it, into the water or into the fire shall 
throw it, with a stone shall break it, from 
the hand of Maraduk-Zakiriskuo, (the gran- 
tee,) and his seed shall take it away, and 
above or ao shall send it; the gods, Anu, 
Bel and Hea, Ninip and Gala, these lords, 
and all the gods on this tablet whose em- 
blems are seen, violently may they destroy 
his name! A curse unmitigated may they 
curse over him. Calamity may they bring 
upon him. May bis seed be swept away in| 
evil, and not in good ; and in the day of de- 
parting of life may he expire, and Shamas 
and Merodach tear him asunder; and may 
none mourn for him.”—Christian Advocate. 


> ee 


BE WHAT YOU ARE. 


Many years ago, when lucifer matches were 
yet unknown, and the tinder-box, with its 








flint and steel, formed the only domestic in- 
strument for obtaining a light, a little man 
used to walk about in one of the suburbs of 
London holding in his hand a fan-shaped 
bunch of matches, made, as usual in those 
days, of splinters of resinous pine wood 
tipped with brimstone. He never offered 
his goods, except by a silent gesture, nor 
did he make them an excuse for asking 
charity as many others were in the hahit of 
doing. The good-natured servant girls who 
saw him pass their windows would run up 
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from the area with a smile and a half-penny, 
and call out, ‘‘ Master, some timber; ” but 
they never spoke of matches. “ Timber, 
madam?” the old man would say; “ yes, 
madam ;”’ and with a grave face and a 
courteous bow would take their money and 
supply their want. It was reported that the 
old gentleman had seen better days; perhaps 
he had at some former time dealt in pine 
logs, and carried on business on a large scale: 
now he called himself a ‘small timber mer- 
chant,” and if any one addressed him as 
the ‘ match-man,” or asked him for a half. 
penny’s worth of brimstones, he would take 
no notice of the speaker, but turn away in 
disgust, as if it were impossible for him to 
have dealings with such a customer. Of 
course the poor old man was crazy, and those 
who knew him humored and pitied him. 
But how many people are there in these 
days crazy after the same fashion, without 
being aware of it themselves or suspected of 
it by their neighbors! How common it is 
for men, and women too, to represent them- 
selves as something greater or of more im- 
portance than they really are! The small 
tradesman carrying on business in some by- 
lane calls himself a merchant, his shop an 
emporium, his back kitchen a warehouse, 
and his cellar a depot; the bricklayer or 
carpenter is a contractor; the hair-dresser is 
a professor; the wig-maker is an artist in 
hair; and the milk-man, a purveyor; while 
the dress-maker presides over the mysteries 
of her art in a magasin des modes. The 
same spirit shows itself here and there 
among all classes. In answer to an adver- 
tisement for a hospital matron a ‘ lady-su- 
, erior ” offers herself; and if a mistress is 
wanted for an infant-school, applications are 
made, not always grammatically expressed, 
for the post of ‘‘ governess.” A father 
brings his daughter to the house of a lady 
who has been inquiring for a housemaid. 
She wears an imitation fur jacket, imitation 
gold earrings and an imitation chignon, 
or plait, made of cotton or hemp by 
some new patent process of this imitation 
age, with a curious bunch of gauze, feath- 
ers, ribbons, grapes and flowers, hung on 
behind by way of a bonnet; her hands are 
encased in lavender-colored "kid gloves, and 
she carries a light parasol in her hand, 
though the day is overcast and an umbrella 
would be much more to the purpose. Sbe 
makes an imitation bow when the mistress 
of the house enters the room ; and her father, 
who is proud of her appearance and man- 
ners, introduces her with the appropriate 
words, “ This is the young lady, ma’am, as 
is open to an engagement for your situa- 
tion.” The owner of the house, who bas 
no intention of resigning her situation, but 
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only wants a housemaid, declines the appli-| 
cation. There are pretensions of a worse | 
kind than this. A well-educated youth, for 
instance, leaves school and is placed in an 
office or under articles, with a view to his 
future profession. His fellow-clerks or fel- 
low-students appear to him by their conver- 
sation to be “‘ great swells.” He does nut 
wish to be thought inferior to them, and 
very soon learns to imitate their style and | 
adopt their manners. He hears them talking 
largely of their parentage, of their exploits 
and of their extravagances ; and he wishes 
to be thought as rich, as gay, and as reckless | 
as the best (or worst) of them. If they | 
smoke, he must do the same ; if they drink, 
he will drink with them; if they behawe | 
like heathens, and talk disgracefully and | 
vilely, he affects to admire their conduct and 
to enjoy their conversation. All this may 
at first be very much against his better in- 
stincts, but he fears to be ridiculed; and, in 
a word, would rather be accepted for whut 
be is not, and ought not to be, than be es- 
teemed for what he is. Every kind of pre- 
tence is bad: to pretend to be better than we | 
are, is hypocrisy ; to pretend to be greater 
than we are, is vanity and folly; but to pre-| 
tend to be worse than we are, fer the sake 
of winning favor with those whose favor is | 
not worth having, is at once the worst and 
silliest pretence of all. Whatever a man’s| 


position or calling may be, if it be a thing to 
be ashamed of, let him abandon it; but if it 
be not wrong or disgraceful in itself, let 
him never be ashamed of it. — Sunday at| 
Home. 


- 


THE QUAKERS’ ‘“ BUNHILL FIELDS” 
BURIAL GROUND. 





William Tallack, the secretary of the | 
Howard Association, 5, Bishopsgate With- 
out, E. C., writes to one of the journals of 
the Society of Friends, of which he is a 
member, the following interesting descrip- | 
tion of the disinterments, just completed, in 
an ancient city burial-ground of that reli- 
gious denomination : 

By the time these lines can reach the 
reader, the much controverted question of 
removing the remains of deceased Friends 
from one portion of Bunbill Fields Burial- 
ground to another will have been finally set- 
tled by the completion of the task. I have | 
repeatedly visited the scene of disinterment 
and reinterment, and may now offer for the 
reader a few observations on the subject 
But, in the first place, it may be as well to 
remark that much misunderstanding prevails 
In some quarters as to what has been done. 
The burial ground consists of three main 
divisions. One of these is sold to the Lon- 


} 





| and useful reflections. 
| portion, the Divine decree, ‘‘ Dust thou art, 
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don School Board, with an understanding 
that the remains underneath are not to be 
disturbed. The second, which contains the 
dust of George Fox, Stephen Crisp, Alexan- 
der Parker, and other worthies, and also 
some of the most recent interments, will not 
be at all disturbed. It is only the large third 
portion (likely to be sold to an Industrial 
Dwellings Company) which has been cleared 
of its remains, including those of Edward 
Burrough, Richard Hubberthorne, and some 
thousands of other Friends, chiefly, though 
not exclusively, of long past generations ; 
also the remains of many other persons, not 
Friends, buried there at the time of the 
plague. All that remains of the bodies of 
these honored members of the Society has 
been carefully collected into large wooden 
boxes, and decently reinterred in the other 
portion of the grounds near George Fox’s 
grave. (The precise position of the latter, 


| long uncertain, bas been recently ascertained 


from an old memorandum or measurement 
and is accurately indicated for future visitors 
to the spot). The whole subject of the re- 
movals (rendered necessary by various cir- 
cumstances) has been most carefully delib- 
erated upon by the society, and carried out 


| with the utmost respect to the memory of 


the dead, and at an expense of nearly 6001. 
About 50 men have been continuously em- 
ployed in the work, and under regular over- 
sight. The society is especially under obli- 
gation to Smith Harrison, C. H. Warner, 
W. Beck, W. F. Wells, and H. C. Chalkley, 
for the pains taken by them in these and as- 
sociated labors. In all Bunhill Fields 
15,000 Friends (or upwards) are known to be 


|interred; so that the remains now removed 
|represent more than double the ordinary at- 
'tendance of the great annual meeting of 


Friends in London. And a reflection, which, 


|after witnessing the scene of removal, es- 
| pecially impressed my mind,was that if Lon- 
\don ‘“ Yearly Meeting,’ as an assembled 


body, could behold the very small space now 
occupied by the earthly remains of its pre- 


| decessors, from nine to fourteen feet under- 
ground, and the very few fragments indeed 


which at all remain of them, the spectacle 


| would tend to silence controversy as to the 


removal, and rather to suggest some solemn 
For, in a large pro- 


and unto dust shalt thou return,” has al- 


|ready taken operation Many graves appear 


te be quite emptied, by natural decay, of 
their original contents, which have “ utterly 
perished in their own corruption.” In very 
few ins ances amongst these thousands has 
anything like a perfect skeleton been found. 
In almost every instance the only remains 
consist at most, of a few loose larger bones, as 
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of the thigh and pelvis. Even the skulls are | crets of the grave, is—‘ Is the Holy Spirit 


to a large extent decayed or gone to frag. | 
ments. The coffins have, in general, quite) 
disappeared, or are represented only by a| 
brown admixture with the soil. 
this buried multitude has already became a | 
thin layer of dust, indistinguishable from | 


the mould with which it is mixed, except as | 


to the few and scattered bones, which ( al- 
though in the aggregate they fill many} 
boxes) are yet wonderfully few considering | 
the multitudinous assembly they represent. 
In some instances, groups of skulls, or of 
fragments of skulls rather, were found to- 
gether ; also remains of skeletons crowded, 
and even in a sitting posture — solemn me- 
morials of the hasty and abundant inter- 
ments during the Great Plague of London. 
Upwards of thirty lead coffins have been 
found, several copper ones, and one (recent) 
of mahogany ; the latter almost the only 
wooden coffin preserved. Many, even of the 
lead ones, were much corroded. But all 
have been reverently reinterred near the un- 
disturbed dust of George Fox. For, in all 
probability, if G. Fox’s dust was to be dug 
down to (which will not happen), it also 
would be found to be indistinguishable from 
the mould around it. But his dust, and that 
of thousands near him will not be disturbed 
in the slightest degree. The lesson of these 
‘‘ secrets of the grave ” is a solemn one; for 
it shows what we must all come to, as to our 
earthly part. Even a few short years will 
reduce us all, rich and poor alike, to a few 
unsightly fragments, as to the poor mortal 
body. Butisthatall? Alas! iudeed, for 
us, if it be all, as the sceptic and the ma- 
terialist tell us. Most emphatically does this | 
striking spectacle of an uncovered burial- 
ground confirm the sacred truth that “the | 
world passeth awav,” as to each of us. | 
Happily, it is added,‘ But he that doeth the 
will of God »bideth forever.” 

Over our Divine Redeemer’s sepulcbre the | 
words were spoken, “ He is not here ;” and | 
so, of each buried believer in Christ, it is true 


unr . rae ‘ ahs | q . 
that Chou sowest not that body that shall | * Bear witness, Oh Thou wronged yet merciful One, 


In short, | passed frum death unto life ? 





be.” For “it is sown a natural body ; it is| 


raised a spiritual body.” Yes, in a certain 
sense, or at least after death, “‘ the flesh profit- 
eth nothing. It is the Spirit that quickeneth.”’ 
As one contemplates the fragmentary re- 
mains of these buried thousands, the thought 
arises—‘‘ If we have not an abiding spirit, 





it is indeed all over with us at death.’”’ But 
the spirit of belief and obedience does “ quick- 
en” us: “for God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on Himshould not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” And that life, if we are to 
enjoy it, must begin before the death of our 
bodies. The lesson, therefore, of these se- 


of God now producing in us the deathless 
immortal fruits of the Spirit, such as love, 
peace, faith, and tomperanes f Have we 
Have we the 
| Apostolic proof of this, by our love for the 
brethren, as well as by our love of Christ?” 

The Friends’ “ Bunhill Fields ” is situated 
in Coleman-street, Bunhill-row, a hundred 
yards west of the larger public Bunbill 
Fields where John Bunyan and Dr. Watts 


|are interred.— London ‘City Press.” 
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PG@(LADELPHIA, FOURTH } MO. 28, 1877. 


—~ —— 


CHRISTIAN ‘WAR! 

Recent advices from Europe seem to in- 
dicate that the long-pending negotiations 
between the five great powers of Europe and 
Turkey are likely to end at last in a war of 
Russia upon the latter country. And what is 
the proposed object of this war? It is answer- 
ed, to protect those who profess to be Chris- 
tians in Turkish provinces, from Moham- 
medan violence. This answer is made by 
Russia, from whose territory tens of thou- 
sands of Mennonites are even now fleeing to 
secure the liberty which Russia denies them, 
to obey Christ’s commands,and livein Christ’s 


Spirit, which forbid war.’ Christian protec- 


| tion by Russia! when ten thousand Moham- 


|medans recently left home and almost their 
all and migrated to Turkey, half of them 


\dying of cholera and misery, rather than 
| wound their consciences by submitting to a 


decree that they must conform to Russian 
laws. Well might John G. Whittier 
write— 


That earth’s most hateful crimes have in Thy name 
been done.” 


Oe 


PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING. 

Third-day, Fourth mo. 17th, 1877.—On com- 
ing together, Samuel Bettle dwelt on the words 
“That they should seek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after Him and find Him, 
though He be not far from every one of us.” 
He exhorted to wait upon the Lord as near. A 
spirit of grace and supplication spread over the 
meeting, and two of the ministers from other 
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Yearly Meetings engaged in fervent prayer, 
which seemed to be answered by a blessing 
which continued with the meeting throughout. 

The Representatives reported that they were 
agreed in nominating Clarkson Sheppard as 
Clerk, and generally united in nominating Joseph 
Walton as Assistant Clerk. Many expressed 
satisfaction with the nominations, and they were 
appointed. One Friend, while prepared to ex- 
tend sympathy and support to the clerks as 
appointed, expressed his regret that a golden 
opportunity had been lost for cementing the 
meeting together by an appointment acceptable 
to all, as it should be cemented in fraternal love. 

The reading of the Queries was then proceeded 
with, Ten meetings for worship had been omit- 
ted during the year, two from assigned causes, 
the others, all in one place, from the smallness 
and weakness of the membership. 

Much neglect of meetings, except those on 
First-day morning, was reported, and some 
sleeping. A Friend said that the latter could be 
overcome by a strong sense of the object of 


assembling, and a fervent exercise of spirit for | 
grace to offer worship, Another said that when 
we rose we should commit ourselves for the day | 
tothe Lord for His guidance and help; should | 
seek to walk in the sense of the presence of the | 
Spirit within us, and that then on reaching our 
meetings we would delight in the privilege, and | 





be ready not only to worship in silence, but to| 
testify, if called thereto, to the Lord's goodness, 
to the help of others. 

Charles Evans said, that one of the reasons | 
why our meetings were not better attended was | 
the lack of earnest exercise of spirit on the part | 
of those attending. Listlessness and indifference | 
on the part of some made it difficult for the | 
earnest ones to overcome the coldness df a 
meeting by their inward travail of spirit before | 
the Lord, so that the living were not able to 
bury the dead. He exhorted to an immediate 
dependence on the Lord, not looking to our | 
fellow-men ; that all hearts lay open before Him, | 
that He could not be deceived, and urged a| 
faithful labor of mind to have a spiritual offering 
prepared which should be acceptable through | 
our one Mediator. 

The passage, ‘‘Through Him we both have) 
access by one Spirit unto the Father,” was dwelt | 


Samuel Bettle spoke upon worship in spirit 
by silent waiting on God, recognizing the me- 
diatorship of the Lord Jesus, and added, that 
he believed that frequently, if all were thus faith- 
fully engaged, there would be brief expressions 
in our meetings from those not called to the more 
general ministry of the word. 

The answer to the Query on love and unity 
was much fuller than formerly, and indeed they 
seem much more to abound than once. 

The answer to the Query on diversions, and 
moderation on account of marriages, burials and 
other occasions, was followed by some remarks 
on the practice of strewing flowers on the corpse 
at funerals. It was thought to arise from a dis- 
position to take away the seriousness of death, 
and to gratify vanity, which would not wither in 
the hearts of some even under the stroke of death 
upon their households. It also led to foolish 
and burdensome expense. Flowers which were 
so grateful an offering in the sick room, were un- 
fitted for the coffin. Expense and show in cask- 


|ets, dress of the corpse, and other attendants 


upon the burial of the dead, were pointed out as 
ill-befitting Christian simplicity and sobriety. 
Moderation in expense at marriages, in floral 
presents at college commencements and like 
occasions, is much needed, and people often 
give such presents rather from vanity or because 
they are expected so to do, though ever so bur- 
densome to the donor, than from pure friend- 
ship. 

Abstinence from intoxicating drinks and from 
tobacco was recommended by a Friend from a 
distance, who spoke from personal experience 
of their danger and injurious effects. 

The Query on training families in frequently 
reading the Scriptures, in the avoidance of per- 
nicious reading, and in plainness of speech, 
behaviour and apparel, called forth an earnest 
address from a minister. As a father himself he 
could sympathize with fathers in their deep soli- 
citude in training their children. He believed 
some hesitated and felt cold about Scripture 
reading, with waiting on the Lord, and either 
silent or vocal prayer with and for their children, 
because they felt that they were not as they 
ought to be. He mentioned the gracious prom- 
ise of Christ, ‘‘He that followeth me shall not 
abide in darkness, but shall have the light of 


upon briefly by another Friend, who encouraged | life.” If, under anxiety for their children, they 
those who felt their weakness and sinfulness not | would see themselves in the light of Christ, which 
to look to a fellow-man to help them, but to avail | condemns for evil and commends for well-doing, 
themselves of the High-priestly mediation of the | they would find that they needed conversion— 
Lord Jesus Christ, and through Him to come | that they needed to come humbly to the Lord 
boldly to the throne of grace that they might| Jesus and have the sins of their own youth 
|washed away in the atoning blood of Christ; 


obtain mercy and find grace to help in time wd 
heed, }and then, knowing the way themselves, they 
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could teach their children. The Lord Jesus} Him, and to accept His immediate teaching, 
would give them the light of life, and they should | Seldom were these principles and practices ac- 
be taught their duty towards their offspring, and| cepted from argument, but silent convictions 
how to trainthem. They would then discourage | immediately sealed upon the heart and under. 
them from pernicious reading, and do all that | standing, he begged his hearers to accept at any 
was possible to protect their sons from tempta-| cost, and to act out. This would lead to an 
tion. He did not believe that plainness of speech, | establishment in these truths which could not be 
dress and manners would give the children|shaken. He believed that so far from Friends’ 
grace, but it would protect them from much temp- | mission being over, there was a great need for 
tation amidst a world full of evil companionship. | the simple, pure Christianity we uphold; and he 
Some let their children indulge in things they | desired that there should be many preparing for 
ought not, and then spoke of the diminishing | the work before us, for the fields were white unto 
numbers of the Society ; not recognizing that | harvest. 
they themselves were partly to blame, since they | After other earnest addresses to the younger 
had not brought up their children so as to be-| members, a Friend mentioned having attended 
come Christians and Friends. | Canada Yearly Meeting, and having found there 
Another Friend spoke of the promise to the | older Friends who were holding on to the truth; 
united prayer of two as specially applicable to | some who had partially abandoned it, perhaps 
the united prayer of a father and mother for| unconsciously, and younger ones who were 
their children’s salvation. | much perplexed by the contrary voices they 
Six Friends’ children had been placed at busi-| heard, He felt a desire that we should extend 
ness from among Friends, five of them in one | our love and sympathy towards Friends of other 
Quarterly Meeting. Friends were counselled to | Yearly Meetings, and that we should begin by 
exercise care in this respect, and the youth to|sending an Epistle to the Yearly Meeting in 
choose employments which were useful, and|Ohic with which this Yearly Meeting was in ac- 
which did not deal with objectionable articles. | cord. 
Mechanic trades were recommended; and to| Several coincided with this suggestion, but a 
look to God's direction and approval, and to | leading member said that though he had always 
serving Him, when deciding what business to fol- | regretted the cessation of correspondence with 
low, rather than at securing a large income. | Ohio, he did not think this the time to resume it. 
Fourth-day, the 18th.—Answers to the appro- \*He that believeth shall not make haste,” 
priate Query showed that Friends were clear of | and that the Lord would overturn and overturn 
the use of oaths, of military service, and defraud- | in the Society till He came into dominion whose 
ing the revenue. A few attend places of worship right it is to reign. He wished Ohio Friends to 
where a paid ministry is supported, in all the | continue their patient and faithful course, but 
Quarterly Meetings except two. that he did not think it best we should now re- 
A Friend said that all these testimonies grew | sume correspondence with them. Several Friends 
out of the doctrine of the Light of Christ in the | agreed with this. One Friend was willing that 
heart, and if one was evaded, others were sure to | we should open correspondence with all, but the 
follow. The first step was in avoiding plainness | subject was passed from, the whole discussion 
of speech, behaviour and apparel, and then the | having been carried on in a courteous, kindly, 
door was opened to other things. He believed | considerate manner. 
it would be found that none who adhered to| Fifth-day, Fourth mo. 19th.—Meetings for 
these would be found in places where a hireling | worship were held in the morning, and the Yearly 
ministry was supported. They would be known | Meeting assembled at 3 Pp. m. A Friend said 
at once to be acting inconsistently with their he thought this Yearly Meeting should corres- 
principles. Another Friend suggested that lively | pond with the Yearly Meeting in Ohio, which 
meetings of our own would prevent people was its offspring, and also look after the small 
seeking something else. | séparated bodies for whose existence he thought 
At the close of the replies to all the Queries a | it responsible. But he deprecated any correspond- 
Friend said, that all these principles held by | ence with other Yearly Meetings which should 
Friends, and the practices which grew out of tend to produce similar divisions. The Report of 
them, had their foundation in Christ. That | the Committee for the Civilization of the Indians 
apart from Him they had no value nor power. |and having charge of the Boarding School on 
That tradition was not an authority on which | the Allegheny Reservation in Cattaraugus county, 
alone they could be received or maintained with | New York, was read. The average number of 
strength, That Christ was the only foundation, | pupils for the year was 29—larger than usual. 
and he desired the younger members to come to | The Indians are eager to send their children, and 
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all applicants cannot be admitted. The progress | feeling was manifest in it throughout. Practically, 
in study and the conduct of the pupils had been | all the elements of dissent were hushed, and the 
good. More attention than formerly is given to| most entire adherence to the practices of the 


the instruction of the children in Scripture. Ex-| 
tracts from a letter of a former pupil gave an) 
account of the long illness and death of her| 
sister, who had found the Lord Jesus Christ to be 
her Saviour in life, and to be with her in death. | 

Much interest was shown in the Report, es- 
pecially in the religious aspect of it. An appro- 
priation of $500 to the use of the Committee 
was ordered, 

The Committee on Westtown Boarding School | 
made a good report, showing that the Institu- 
tion, with the exception of considerable illness of | 
pupils from diseases incident to childhood, had 
been flourishing. This is now a well-managed | 
and efficient school. The cost of each pupil was 
$225 a year. By increased salaries and addi- 
tional houses built to furnish homes for the mar- | 
ried teachers, the school commands a better 
class of experienced instructors. An appropria- 
tion of $3000 for the school was directed. 

The general Educational Statistics were read, 
showing 949 children of school age, against 946 
last year, of whom only I99 were attending 
public schools, the rest mostly attending schools 
under the care of Friends. A Committee to| 
assist members in supporting select schools in 
their neighborhoods, or family schools, made an 
interesting report, showing that by the use of their 
appropriation of $1200, enlarged by private con- 
tributions, they had opened eight family and 
five Preparative Meeting schools; and thus 78 | 
children were placed under the shelter of private 
schools, The Committee and the appropriation 
were continued. 

The sentiment of the meeting is strong and 
practical in favor of the education of all its child- 
ren in schools taught by members, and under 
the influence of its own religious principles. 


Sixth-day, Fourth mo, 20th.—The Reports on | 
the use of spiritous liquors showed that 32 used 
them occasionally and 12 habitually as a bever- | 
age. After extended remarks upon the impor- 
tance of avoiding all intoxicants, and also on| 
abstaining from tobacco, the subject was referred 
to the surbordinate meetings for inquiry and 
Christian labor, as heretofore. 

The Committee to whom, was referred last | 
year a proposal to amend the Discipline upon the 
subject of marriage with non-members, made a 
report, but after considerable discussion it was 
declined and the present rule continued ; and the 
meeting adjourned. 

Thus closed probably the most harmonious and | 
dignified Yearly Meeting held in Philadelphia 
for forty years. A degree of serious religious | 


| seats being required and brought in. 


past in all their minutize was established over 
all as the rule of its membership, and for all with 
whom the Yearly Meeting can hold fellowship as 
members of the same religious society. 


MOVEMENTS OF MINISTERS. — After parting 
with members of the Indiam Committee at Wash- 
ington on the 6th, Stanley Pumphrey went to 
Loudon Co, Va., to the residence of Samuel M. 
Janney, with whom he spent First-day, 8th inst., 
attending a meeting of Hicksite Friends in that 
neighborhood. Nearly five hundred persons 
were present, and the Gospel was freely preached. 
On Second-day, the gth, he returned to Philadel- 
phia, and successively attended the meetings at 


| Sixth and Noble Streets, Twelfth Street, and Ger- 


mantown, on the three following days. On the 
evening of each day he met a company of mid- 
dle-aged and younger men within the limits of 


|the respective meetings, and addressed them 


earnestly and instructively upon the importance 
of individual faithfulness to the manifested will 


| of Christ, and to the work of the church within 


our own Religious Society. On First-day, 15th, 
hé was largely engaged in Gospel ministry in 
Twelfth Street House in the morning and even- 
ing, and at Sixth Street in the afternoon. The 


| meetings in the former house were among the 


largest ever witnessed there, many additional 
The word 
of the Lord had free course and was glorified ; 
and many rejoiced with thanksgivihg at the re- 
newed evidence of the mercy of the Lord. On 
Second-day morning, 16th, Stanley Pumphrey 
left our neighborhood for New York, intending 
to be present at Cornwall and Westbury Quar- 
terly Meetings, and return to embark for Eng- 
land on the steamship Ohio on the 26th inst. 
James N. Richardson, a Minister of Dublin 
Yearly Meeting, has obtained a certificate to at- 


| tend Canada Yearly Meeting. 


Walter Robson, of England, is expected to 
visit the Autumn Yearly Meetings in this country. 
Charles Rhoads, accompanied by John Sharp- 
less, an Elder of Chester Monthly Meeting, left 


/on the evening of the 25th, for a general visit to 


the meetings of Kansas Yearly Meeting, and 
to some of the Indian Agencies under the care 
of Friends. 


LANCASTER.—Near Bangor, lowa, Twelfth mo. 
2d, 1876, Wm. O. Lancaster, in the 67th year of his 
age. He died as he had lived for several years, 
strongly attached to the cause of truth, as professed 
and practiced by early Friends. His faith and trust con- 
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tinued without wavering. His friends have the con. | 
soling evidence that he was prepared for the summons | 
of death, and his end was peace. 

DENNIS.—On the 26th of Second mo., 1877, in the | 
triumph of living faith, Margdretta, daughter of Thom. | 
as and Sarah Dennis, in the 13th year of her age; a) 
member of Cherry Grove Monthly Meeting, Ind This | 
dear child, though young in years, realized that she was | 
asinner, and stood in need of a Saviour, which, through | 
mercy, she was enabled to find in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, and to testify on a death-bed to the mercy of | 
God to her, in the pardon of all her sins, inviting all | 
around her to come to Jesus, that they, too, might find | 
help to repent and be saved ; that they might be pre- | 
pared to meet her in heaven, where, she said, she was | 
going. 

STEVENSON.—On First mo. 11th, 1877, Clayton 
Stevenson, in the 61st year of his age; a member of 
Cherry Grove Monthly Meeting. This dear Friend 
suffered a severe affliction for many months with much | 
patience and resignation, often saying, “ The Lord has 
been very good to me, a poor sinner, saved by grace.”’ | 

OZBUN.—On Fourth mo. 4th, 1877, John Ozbun, 
aged 82) ears; a member of Cherry Grove Monthly Meet- ! 
ing. He was engaged in visiting the families of his own | 
Monthly Meeting, when the Lord saw fit to stop him 
by the hand of affliction and of death, He was par- 
alyzed instantly, yet lived over one year before he was 
taken away. During this time he testified to the 
young people who were about him, that what gave him 
most cause of regret now was, that he was not more 
faithful while young. Though he was early engaged 
in the Lord’s service, he had not always been faithful 
to manifested duties, and he warned them to be care- 
ful at all times to follow the Lord in the way of His 
requiring. 

HADLEY.—At the residence of her father, on the 
15th of Second mo., 1877, Ruth H. Hadley, daughter 
of Jonathan T. and Rebecca Hadley (the latter de 
ceased), in the: 52d year of her age; a member of 
Springtield Monthly Meeting of Friends, Clinton Co., 
Ohio. This dear Friend possessed an amiable and af- 
fectionate disposition, which gained to her the general 
esteem of all who knew her; and was early in life es- 
poused to the cause of truth by a sense of a Saviour’s 
pardoning love, through faith in the all-atoning sacri- 
fice made for sin. She was afilicted with a long ill- 
ness, through which she was wonderfully preserved 
from murmur or complaint, through a confiding trust 
in her dear Redeemer, She would often exclaim, “I 
long to go home, to that sweet, happy home,” entreating 
those around her, ** Weep not for me, for I soon shall be 
free from every pain and sorrow.’’ She manifested a 
grateful and loving spirit to neighbors, friends and rela- 
tives. Through the course of her life, and especially in 
her last sickness, she was concerned ts administer to the 
wants of suffering humanity, both spiritually and tem- 
porally. She claimed no merit through any work of 
her own; all her bopes were placed on her once cru- 
cified and risen Lord, in whom her faith grew more 
and more bright. More than once when in deep suf- 
fering she broke forth and sung in a sweet, clear voice: 


“ Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are,” &c. 


When in the cold river of death she would ask for 
those around her to sing to her of heaven, while her 
feeble yet loving voice could be heard exclaiming, 


“Jesus, Jesus, help me, dear Jesus, over Jordan.” She | 
longed to see the face of Him who wore a crown of | 


thorns that she might be crowned with a blessed im- 
mortality. 


BATEMAN.—On Third mo. 11th, 1877, Lydia 


S. Bateman, wife of J. T. Bateman, of Cincinnati, | 
Ohio, and daughter of the late Charles and Susan B. | 


Stroud. In tke midst of a life of Christian activity 
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and usefulness, our dear sister was suddenly called to 
give up her stewardship and enter into the joy of her 
Lord, which summons found her in the full assurance 
of living faith in Christ. During her closing hours 
she often expressed her precious realization, that “The 
everlasting arms were underneath,” adding with em. 
phasis, ‘Oh, what a friend I have in Jesus; pray with 
me that my faith and patience may endure to the end,” 
thus giving her last witness to the truth as it isin Him, 
In the several fields of home mission work, she was 
an earnest laborer; her loving, sympathizing nature, 
united to a willingness to serve for the good of others, 
admirably fitted her for the ministrations of love to 
the poor and needy. For many years she taught a 
class of colored women, who, released from slavery, 
drank in with avidity the instruction she imparted ; 


, and it was most touching to witness their grateful ap- 


preciation, both during her illness and as they stood 
beside her lifeless form, to take the last look of her 
who had ever been to them a friend and counsellor. 





PuBLic EXERCISES AT HAVERFoRD COoLLEGE.— 
The annual oration before the Loganian Society at 
Haverford was delivered on the soth inst., by Fred. 
erick L. Baily, of the Senior Class, before an unisu- 


| ally large audience. It was a well studied discourse 


on the characteristics of the American republic at the 
time of its foundation, and the first republic in France, 


| and the causes of the success of the one and the failure 


of the other. These were accurately discerned and 
forcibly stated; and the effect of the whole was en- 
hanced by an excellent delivery. 

Another large audience greeted the exercises of the 
Junior Class, on the following morning. During the 
pause preceding the delivery of the orations, prayer 
was offered by Dr. J. C. Thomas. The subjects of 
the orations, and the speakers, were as follows :— 

Macaulay’s Place in Literature, Daniel Smiley, Jr., 
Vassalboro’, Me.; A Latin Oration—De P. Cornelio 
Scipione Africano Majore, Francis K. Carey, Balti- 
more, Md.; Pizzaro and the Incas, Edward T. Com- 
fort, Germantown, Pa.; Arabian Science, Henry N. 
Stokes, Moorestown, N. J; A Latin Ode—Ad Ameri- 
cam: Carmen Seculare, Henry Baily, Newport, Pa.; 
Puritan England, Henry L. Taylor, Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Spectrum Analysis, Robert B. Haines, Jr, Chelten- 
ham, Pa.; Japan and the Japanese, Albert L. Baily, 
Philadelphia; The Reasonableness of the Christian 
Revelation, J. M. Whitall Thomas, Baltimore, Md.; A 
Greek Oration—Ilep? tov Ilepixdéouc, Charles 5, 
Crosman, Lynn, Mass.; Brazil and her Emperor, Geo, 
Wilson White, Belvidere, N. C.; Science and Religion, 
Samuel H. Hill, Minneapolis, Minn.; Intemperance 
_ the State, Lindley M. H. Reynolds, Bush Hill, 
my 
Very general satisfaction was expressed with the effect- 
ive delivery, the literary merit, and the high moral and 
religious tone of these exercises. 


HASTE MAKES WASTE.* 





“He that believeth shall not make haste.”—Isaiah 
xxviii. 16. 


* Do I not trust in Thee, O Lord ? 
Do I not rest in Thee alone?” 
Charlotte Elliott. 
A vast deal of perplexity in religious 
thinking arises from ignoring the past. Im- 


pelled by a newly awakened zeal, we rush 


forward, our hands extended in every direc- 


* Chapter ix. of “ Encouragements to Faith.” Religious 
Society. 
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tion, eager to make up for lost time, grasp-| that I must put myself wholly in Thy hands; 
ing at every truth, and capturing much, on | that I can depend on myself for nothing. Be 
the instant, by irresistible assault. The more|it unto me even as Thou wilt. Let Thy 
we act in this way, the farther we advance | Holy Spirit dwell in me, and guide me into 
into unknown territory, with strides too|all truth. I have but one supreme concern ; 
rapid to permit of our making ourselves|it is to please Thee. Remember, I pray 
masters of our position, the greater number | Thee, the gracious assurance: “If any of 
of lurking-places do we provide for trouble-| you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
some thoughts, feelings, fears, conjectures, | giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 


and endless questionings. 


not: and it shall be given him.” That is 


Let me then assist you to a useful retro-| just my condition ; none ever lacked wisdom 
spect. What have you been doing in the|more than I. “ But let him ask in faith, 


past? You have been walking by sight 


.|nothing wavering.” That is what I wish, 


You have not seen Jesus, nor expected to|and am firmly resolved to do. Help, Lord! 
please Him. There was no exercise of faith. | Remember the promise on which Thou hast 
You looked for nothing from God as a gra-| caused me to hope: ‘“‘ Whatsoever ye shall 
tuity. You thought you would obtain|askin my name, that will I do, that the 
simply what you labored for; so much | Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 
pay for so many hours’ work ; not mean-| shall ask anything in my name, I will doit.” 
ing to deny that you had some vague| I believe that, astounding as this promise 
hope of a heaven you knew you did not de-|is, it is given in good faith. Thou art just 
serve. But on the whole you rested in the | as generous as it represents. I mean to take 
idea, that just so far as you deserved any- | Thee at Thy word. I expect great things. 
thing you might reasonably expect to get| 1 expect to be delivered from my sins. I ex- 
that. Yours was no scheme of grace; you | pect Thee to wash me that I may be clean ; 


expected nothing from undeserved favor. 


and to purge me, until I am whiter than 


Now, by the mercy of God, you have|snow. I know that it must needs be a pro- 
been led to adopt a new course. You have|longed process. The very nature of the 
caught an entirely new view of Christ. You | change to be wrought indicates this. The 
see Him soliciting your friendship ; offering | wayside of my heart, which has been trod- 
you with amazing liberality the freedom of | den hard by innumerable footfalls, must be 
His house, and unrestrained enjoyment of | broken up, and made fallow ground, by the 


all His treasures; with only this demand on | patient application of the pick. The mind 


you— namely, hearty, grateful acceptance 


.| that has gone over the pages of the Divine 


You feel the obligation which His offer im-| word so many thousands of times, taking 
poses. It continually suggests, “I ought| nothing from it, must now gradually pene- 


to be doing something for all this.” Yes 


,| trate its meaning, under the teachings of the 


you ought freely to receive what is so freely | Holy Ghost. Accomplish Thy work, O 
given, and to submit to those changes which | Lord! 


can be wrought only by the Spirit of God 


,| Of all truths, the practical aid of the Holy 


and without which you cannot be a full par-| Ghost seems to be one of the most purely 
taker of the unsearchable riches of Christ. | spiritual offered to our acceptance. You can 
Therefore, tell Him all that is in your heart. | accept this proffered aid only in simple faith. 
Thus: Lord, I perceive that Iam very igno-| You can enjoy and use it only in simple 
rant§ I have been long out of the way. Ihave| faith. God says that it is at your service ; 
everything to learn. I know not where to/| that He is more willing to give His Spirit to 
begin. I suspect that I have everything to|them that ask Him than parents to give 
unlearn. So many years spent in ignorance | good gifts to their children. Will you ac- 
and disobedience must have fastened upon|cept and use it as proffered? Ask for no 
me a host of evil habits—habits of thought, | sights or sounds ; no revelation to either of 
of feeling, of misjudgment; inordinate de-|the senses: just believe; only believe what 
sires, inordinate aversions, prejudices; in| Jesus has asserted : “‘ He dwelleth with you, 
short, I see that my life must be wholly re-|and shall be in you” (John xiv. 17). Just 


modelled. 


in proportion to your trustful acceptance of 


O Lord, where shall I begin? I will first | His proffered services will be your assurance 
surrender all to Thee; all my knowledge, all | that He dwelleth with and iu you. Is my 


my ignorance, all my likes, all my dislikes 


meaning plain? Suppose you lean on Him 


I just put myself wholly into Thy hands. I| to guide you in respect to your future em- 
greatly desire to do Thy will, but I feel that| ployment. You say to Him—Lord, I feel 
I must be first instructed by Thee, and fitted | myself to be a child ; I have no wisdom at 


todo Thy will. At present I know nothing. 





all. In noting the multiplicity of things I 


Environed as I am by all the evils and hin-|might do or become, I am bewildered. I 
drances of a hitherto faithless life, I feel/ conceive that there is a straight and narrow 
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way, which in the Divine plan, is the path | realization until it is confirmed into an un- 


for me. But ten thousand persuasives invite 
me to diverge on the right hand and on the 
left. Except I am kept by Thee, I shall 
make endless digressions. Now, O Lerd, I 


renounce all projects but this—to do thy| 


will. ‘I delight to do Thy will, O my God; 
yea,Thy law is within my “heart” (Ps. xl. 8). 


Therefore, “Withhold not Thou Thy tender | 


mercies from me, O Lord; let Thy loving-| 
kindness and thy truth continually preserve 


Thy good pleasure (Phil. ii. 13). Do you) 
think our Lord can resist such a prayer as 
this? Or that He could possibly withhold | 


the guidance you ask? No, indeed! “ lL 


will guide thee,” He says,“ with mine eye.” 


You shall have the full benefit of His infalli-| 


ble judgment. He will guide you with His 
counsel, and afterward receive you to 
glory. 

I am entirely convinced that where nine- 
ty-nine Christians in a hundred fail to make 
the most or the best of the talents God has 
entrusted to them is just here ; they assume 
that they know best what they are best fitted 


for. They assume that in asking the advice of | 


their most sensible friend, when now and 
then they feel the need of advice, they do 
the wisest thing that can be done. They do 
not expect much of God. Now, in the 62d 


Psalm we are taught quite another lesson :| 
‘*My soul, wait thou only upon God; for) 


my expectation is from Him.” If you are| 
ever brought into great straits, you will find 
that a Psalm to live upon. Christians do! 
not put God to the proof. One would think! 
the ruling maxim with many to be: “TI do| 
not want to trouble God with my affairs if I | 


can avoid it.” So they confer with flesh | 
and blood on all ordinary occasions, and in| 


so doing, the very intent for which ordinary 
wants were sent, is lost. What makes the 
tenderest friendship between man and man? 


Is it conferring with each other rarely and| 


on high occasions? Nay; but it is the 
linking of two lives together by the little 
threads of ten thousand minor incidents. | 
It is the feeling that the affection of our 


true friend invests even our little matters| 
with an interest. And do you not see that, 
when this is thoroughly realized concerning | 


God, the possibility of losing sight of Him 
is forever excluded? When once this is 
thoroughly understood, we find Him every- 
where and in everything. Even in con- 





changeable habit. —Encouragements to Faith. 
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From The Journal of the Franklin Institute. 
INVENTIONS OF THE CENTURY. 





’| Abstract of a lecture of Prof. Pliny E. Chase, 


Third mo. 6th, 1877. 
You will not expect me to rehearse in three 


lectures any considerable portion of the les. 
me,” and work in me to will and to do of! 


sons which could be learned by six months’ 
study of the great Exhibition ; but you may, 
perhaps, be interested in briefly reviewing a 
few of its most obvious teachings. I will ask 
you to-night to go back, in imagination, to 
the ‘‘ good old times” of our grandfathers and 
great-grandfathers ; to the generation which 
rejoiced in the enterprise of Franklin, who, as 
Deputy Postmaster General, had established 
_a fast mail line, enabling a merchant, or a 
stock broker, or a lover in Philadelphia, to 
send a letter to New York and get an answer 
in a week, There were no friction matches 
then. Man, asa cooking animal, had so far 
advanced from savagery as to substitute the 
flint and steel and tinder-box- for the friction 
uf two pieces of dry wood, as a means of 
procuring the fire that he needed. Matches, 
dipped in sulphur, served to start a flame 
from the tinder spark. 

The first chemical matches were often sold 
at from six to ten cents apiece. They were 
tipped with a mixture of chlorate ‘of potash 
and sugar, or some other substance rich in 
carbon, and accompanied by a vial of sulphu- 
rie acid. When the match was dipped into 
| the acid it took fire. Amorphous pbospho- 
rus was afterwards substituted for the acid, 
thus furnishing substantially the same com- 
bination that is used in the modern safety 
match. In 1829, John Walker, a chemist of 
Stockton-upon-Tees, dispensed with the bot- 
| tle by including phosphorus in the mixture 
for the tips, and igniting the match by the 
friction of sand paper. This was the ‘‘ lucifer” 
/match, which interested Faraday su much 
that he sought to confer a great public bene- 
| fit by promoting its introduction into general 
use. The various forms of friction match, 
with which we are all familiar, are merely 
modifications of Walkar’s lucifer. Coston’s 
telegraphic night signals, which were in the 
Centennial Exhibition, are fired on the same 
principle. 

A century ago, the oil lamp and the tallow 


| 








sulting a Christian friend, we seem to hear| dip, the latter being by far the most common 
God speaking through him. We thank our| of the two, helped to make darkness visible. 
friend for his wise suggestions, but we thank | In 1786, the Scottish lord, Dundonald, distil- 
God yet more, because we have a yet|ed coal oil and constructed an apparatus, 
more vivid realization of the Master, than| merely as a curiosity, for burning the escap- 
of the servant or messenger by whom He! ing gas. His canny workmen used the waste 
has sent to us. Let us then cultivate this| gas for light. In 1792, Murdoch began his at- 
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tempts to introduce gas for lighting factories, 
but for several years his efforts met with 
little success. Westminster bridge was first 
lighted with gas in 1813, and the neighbor- | 
ing streets in 1814. 

In 1790 there were but twenty-five post- 
offices in the United States. Even so lately | 
as in 1836, the postage on a single half-ounce 
letter was twenty-five cents for four hundred | 
miles or over. Electricity was not impressed | 
into the postal service by Prof. Morse, until | 
1843. Prof. Henry’s discoveries, which ren- 
dered practical telegraphy possible, began in 
1830. The first efficient submarine link in | 
Puck’s “girdle around the earth,” was laid | 
in 1851, between Dover and Calais; the first | 
Atlantic cable, in 1858. Now, through the) 
judicious study of the effects of combined | 
and superposed vibrations, we have the du-| 
plex and quadruplex telegraph, and the tele- 
phone of Gray and Bell. 'There is good rea- | 
son to believe that the telephone may be so 
perfected as to enable us without limit of 
distance, to send an indefinite number of| 
messages, at the same time and in opposite | 
directions, over a single wire. Already, con- | 
versation has been carried on through a wire | 
of over one hundred and fifty miles, so that 
the words were distinctly audible, and the | 
voices of different speakers were readily re- | 
cognized. Music has been transmitted from | 
Chicago to Detroit, a distance of two hun-| 
dred and eighty four miles, the notes being | 
as clear and distinct at the end as at the 
beginning of their telegraphic journey. 

The granaries of the world are largely 
supplied by the crops of our teeming Western 
prairies. The ‘‘staff of life” is cheapened by 
the improved drills, ploughs, cultivators, 
mowers, reapers and threshers, which ena- 
ble our farmers to cultivate their immense 
fields and gather their bounteous harvests. 
The wooden plough, in the Tunisian depart- 
ment of the Exhibition, was nearly as effi- 
cient as the one which was used by our great- 
grandfathers; the present “ header,” for 
gathering clover seed, contains the only con- 
trivance which they knew for rapid reaping. 
The header is, substantially, the same as 
the machine which was used by the Gauls, 
in the first century of the Christian era, 
having a comb in front to strip off the ears 
of wheat, and pushed by an ox. It received 
no material improvement until Ogle in- 
vented the reciprocating knife, in 1822. 
en reaper was not patented until | 

834. 

Our great-grandfathers rejoiced in leather 
aprons and homespun dresses. The hand- 
loom was a familiar househo'd implement ; 
the setting of hand cards enabled farmers’ 
children to earn many an honest penny dur- 
ing the long, but cheerful, winter evenings 
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that they spent in the chimney corner. Har- 
greaves petented his spinning jenny in 
1770; Arkwright’s contested patents, which 
enabled one man with a machine to do as 
much work as one hundred and thirty men 
could do by manual labor, were not sus- 
tained until 1775. It would require 40,000,- 
000 laborers to do the spinning which is now 
done in England by machinery alone. 
(To be concluded.) 


Seleeted. 
TRUST. 


Searching for strawberries ready to eat, 

Finding them crimson and large and sweet, 

What do you think [ found at my feet, 
Deep in the green hillside ? 


Four little sparrows—cunning things, 

Feathered on head and breast and wings, 

Proud with the dignity plumage brings, 
Opening their mouths so wide. 


Stooping low to scan my prize, 
Watching their motions with curious eyes, 
Dropping my berries in glad surprise, 

A plaintive sound I heard : 


And looking up, at the mournful call, 

I spied, near a bough, on the old stone wall, 

Twittering and trembling, just ready to fall, 
The dear little mother-bird. 


With grief and terror her heart was wrung, 

And, while to the slender bough she clung, 

She thought the lives of her birdlings hung 
On a still more slender thread. 


“ O birdie,” I said, “if you only knew, 

My heart is tender and warm and true; ” 

But the thought that I loved her birdlings, too, 
Never entered her small brown head. 


And so through this world of ours we go, 

Bearing our needless burden of woe, 

Many a heart beating heavy and slow, 
Under its weight of care. 


But oh! if we only, only knew 

That God was tender and warm and true, 

And that He loved us through and through, 
Our hearts would be lighter than air. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.— European advices to the 
23rd inst. have been received. 

THE EASTERN QUESTION.—No probability appeared 
that war could be prevented, but the formal declaration 
had not yet been issued. The Russian Emperor visited 
the troops collected at Kischeneff, on the 23d inst., 
and it was supposed that the manifesto declaring war 
would be issued on his return to St. Petersburg, about 
the end of this month. It was reported from Viennn 
on the 23d, that the Prince of Roumania had received 
a Russian manifesto, declaring that every effort of 


| Russia to preserve peace had failed, owing to the stub- 


bornness of the Porte, while the condition of the Chris- 
tians was unimproved, their lives and property being 
menaced; therefore the Emperor, in the name of hu- 
manity and as the natural protector of the Sclavonic 
nations in the East, has been compelled to resolve on 
obtaining by arms such guarantees for his fellow-be- 
lievers on Turkish soil as appear necessary to secure 
their future welfare. It is added that this armed in- 
tervention is not for conquest, and it will end after se- 
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curing the results mentioned. It is said that Russia 
intends to occupy Bulgaria and hold it as a material 
guarantee for the execution of the reforms; that she 
will invite other powers to share in the occupation ; 
and that she disclaims any intention to acquire territory 
permanently. A circular similar in tenor to this has 
been forwarded to the Russian representatives at the 
different European courts, to be communicated to the 
respective governments. 

The Turks, it is stated, threaten to occupy Roumania 
if the Russians should enter that province, and much 


alarm prevails there in consequence. The Roumanian | 


government has applied to the powers for protection, 
and has also remonstrated with the Turkish govern- 
ment against the proposed occnpation. Roumania, it 
is asserted, while it cannot prevent the passage of the 
Russians throngh its territory, will abstain from armed 
participation if Turkey does not cross the Danube; 
but if the action threatened be taken, Roumania will 
probably take part with Russia, as its only protector 
against Turkey. A decree has been issued ordering 
the mobilization of the Roumanian armies, and calling 
out the militia and civil guard. 

The Servian Prime Minister has declared that Ser 
via, having made peace, intends to preserve it. 

A dispatch of the 23d from Constantinople, an- 
nounced that the Russian embassy had left that city, 
thus breaking off diplomatic relations. 

The Montenegrin troops are again in motion, and 
the war appears to be about to be resumed in that 
province. Insurrectionary feeling is reported to be 
manifested in Crete. 

How far the war, when actually under way, may in- 
volve other countries, cannot be even conjectured. At 
present, Austria, Italy and Great Britain avow the 
purpose to remain absolutely neutral, though all hold 
themselves unpledged as to future action in unexpected 
contingencies. 


LaTER.—On the 24th, the Russian Emperor is- 
sued a manifesto, setting forth the unsuccessful efforts 
which have been made by the combined powers to ob- 
tain protection for the Christian subjects of the Porte, 
and the necessity under which Russia is placed to re- 
sort to arms; and ordering his armies to cross the 
Turkish frontier. The first detachment entered Rou- 
mania on the 23rd, and its commander, the Grand 
Duke Nicholas, issued a proclamation to the Rouman- 
ians, announcing the passage of his army towards the 
Danube. The government of the province, having re- 
ceived no previous notification, has declared that it 
yields to force, and has directed its troops to fall back 
to avoid a conflict. A note was sent to the Turkish 
charge d’affaires at St. Petersburg, on the 24th, inform- 
ing him that from that date Russia considered herself 
in a state of war with the Porte. Ottoman subjects 
residing in Russia may leave the country anmolested, 
or if they prefer to remain will be under the protection 
of the laws. 

FRANCE.—President Mac Mahon has instructed the 
Minister of Justice and Public Worship to express to 
the Bishop of Nevers his entire disapproval of the lat- 
ter s letter asking intervention on behalf of the Pope, 
and to state that the President regrets to see the clergy 
meddling with internal and even foreign politics. The 
Cabinet has resolved that the same Minister shall ad- 
dress an official letter to all the Bishops, pointing out 
the dangers and complications which might arise from 
political manifestations on the part of the clergy. 

The Duke Decazes informed a recent council that 
he had received from Berlin and London formal as 
surances of the peaceful and conciliatory disposition 
of Germany toward France. 

The Minister of the Interior has lately completed 
an estimate of the amount of pecuniary damage caused 
by the German invasion in 1870, and of the indemnity 
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which can be made to the losers. The total sum js 
887,000,000 francs (about $177,400,000), the loss hav. 
ing been borne by a very large number of persons, of 
whom about 1,000,000 are to be compensated. This 
amount includes expenses of lodging and feeding the 
German soldiers, requisitions of food and money, and 
other exactions by the invading troops, besides the de- 
struction of property by fire, pillage, &c.; but does 
not include the cost of the equipment of the extra 
French forces, nor of fortifications and armament. 
These expenses are to be the subjects of further 
inquiry. 

SPAIN.—An amnesty is proclaimed to soldiers and 
officers of every grade wno participated in the Carlist 
or the Cantonalist insurrection, if they surrender within 
thirty days. 

VoMEsTICc.—A prohibitory liquor bill which had 
passed the Massachusetts Senate, was rejected by the 


| House on the 20th inst. by a vote of 117 nays to 106 


nays. 

In South Carolina, Wade Hampton on the 18th inst., 
caused the doors of the offices of all the subor- 
dinate officials whom he had summoned to vacate the 
same, to be sealed by his private Secretary, and con- 
stables placed to guard them. The excluded officers 
do not appear to have yet made any demand for occu- 
pancy, awaiting the action of the Supreme Court on 
the guo warranto proceedings now pending therein in 
reference to their title to the positions, 

In Louisiana, the members of the Packard Legisla- 
ture met in caucus on the 18th and rejected the propo- 
sition of the Nicholls House, given last week. Two 
of those who had acted with that body joined the 
Nicholls organization on that day, five others on the 
1gth, giving to the latter body a quorum of members 
certified by the Returning Board, and on the 21st and 
23d most or all of the prominent members of the Re- 
publican Legislature followed the example. The 
commission reported these facts to the President, with 
a letter from Nicholls to them transmitting the resolu- 
tions adopted last week, and pledging himself as Gov- 
ernor to the support of the principles and measures thus 
enunciated. On the 2oth, the President addressed a let- 
ter to the Sec’y of War, stating that in his opinion there 
does not now exist in Louisiana such domestic violence 
as the Constitution makes the ground for military in- 
terposition by the General Government, and that the 
disputes between the claimants of the chief Executive 
office of the State should be settled by such orderly 
and peaceful methods as the State Constitution provides ; 
and directing him to have the troops removed from 
the State House in New Orleans to their barracks. 
Orders were accordingly given for their withdrawal 
on the 24th. Nicholls, as Governor issued a proc- 
lamation announcing this intention, and enjoining the 
people to abstain from gathering in the vicinity at the 
time, and to pursue their usual avocations, that no dis- 
turbance might occur. The removal was quietly 
effecied on the 24th. 

A band of Cheyenne Indians numbering 550, of whom 
85 were fighting men, snrrendered to Gen. Crook at 
Camp Robinson, Nebraska, on the 21st inst. They are 
reported as completely destitute, their village having 
been destroyed last autumn, since which time they 
have had no lodges, but simply shelters of old canvas 
and skins, very few robes or blankets, and no cooking 
utensils. Many have had their limbs frozen, and their 
sufterings and privaticns during the winter must have 
been extreme. They brought in about 600 ponies, 60 
guns and 30 pistols. In all, about 780 Cheyennes 
have surrendered since the first of the year. Those 
under Crazy Horse are reported to be still on the way 
to the Agency. It is said that the Red Cloud and 


Spotted Tail Agencies, which for some time have been 
in charge of the military, will soon be turned over to 
the civil authorities. 


